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Guidelines & Notes for applications to the Educational Grants Scheme
It is important you read these Guidelines & notes before completing your application form.

What is New Luce Community Trust? 
New Luce Community Trust was set up to be a community resource, designed to support community led activity that improves the area as a place to live, work and visit. 
It receives and manages Community Benefit payments offered to New Luce community by wind farm development companies. 
 Priority for grant support will be given to projects located within or directly benefiting the New Luce Community Council Area.
The activities must provide some measure of economic, environmental, educational, social, or cultural benefit for people living in the area.


What is our Educational Grants Scheme?
Our newly introduced Educational Grant Scheme is for residents within the boundary area, who wish to undertake educational or practical courses/training.
From 1 August 2025, residents can apply for a grant for eligible courses or training up to a maximum of £2,000.
Grants do not cover full time University, HND/HNC fee costs which are met by the Scottish Government.




Who can apply?
1. Anyone living within the Community Council Catchment Area of New Luce and wishes to undertake the following:
a. University Courses – must be full time and completed in full by the applicant.
b. HNC/HND Courses – must be full time and completed in full by the applicant.
c. Training courses/ Open University courses – short courses must be of at least one day’s duration and completed in full by the applicant. Open University courses must be completed in full by the applicant.
d. Practical courses such as chainsaw courses, first aid courses etc. The courses must be completed in full by the applicant and be approved by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA), or similar.
Please note that New Luce Community Trust will not fund courses which are normally provided by an employer as part of any employment.

How much can you apply for?
You can apply for a grant of up to £2000 towards your course (A one off grant payment).
	COURSE
	AWARD

	Full time University Course
	£2,000

	Full time HNC/HND Course
	£2,000

	Short Course/Open University Course/Practical Course
	Cost of course up to £2,000



· The maximum grant funding to an individual applicant is £2,000.
· In cases where an applicant has received less than £2,000 funding for a course(s), the applicant may apply for funding for a further course, subject to the maximum cap of £2,000 in total.
· Grant funding can be spent on assistance with accommodation, transport costs,  specialist course materials, costs of practical training courses*, short courses* - as per criteria




Criteria
To receive a grant through the Educational Grant Scheme the following criteria must be met:
· You must be a permanent resident living in New Luce Community Council Area.
· You must be able to show written evidence of acceptance of a course.
· Any short course must be by an accredited provider approved by the Scottish qualifications Authority (SQA) or similar.

Application Process
· Applicants should note that it can take up to eight weeks for a decision on funding for this scheme.
· Within 30 days of the conclusion of a course, applicants must provide written evidence of course completion from the course provider.
· If you receive a grant but are unable to finish the course, you must inform New Luce Community Trust as soon as possible. You may be required to repay any monies received through this scheme if you do not complete the course.

What happens next?
1. Once you have read this form, please complete and sign the Application Form and send it to New Luce Community Trust, along with the written evidence of your acceptance on your course.
2. New Luce Community Trust will check your application to ensure all details are correct and that your application is eligible for funding. This may include contacting your course provider for verification.
3. If funding is granted, we will contact you to organise payment by BACS.
4. If funding is not granted, we will contact you within eight weeks of receiving your application.




If you require any further help or information, please contact Sharon at New Luce Community Trust on:
E: sharon@newlucect.org
T: 07442 576 220
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